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Topic  :  Discerning the Truth of God’s Word (Part 1) 
Key verse :  And do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.  Romans 12:2 (NKJV) 

Key word : PROVE 
 
Introduction 
1  Why do we need to discern the Truth? 
a. Truths must have foundations. Foundations must be tested. 
  Fake news abound, not just in politics, but in religious systems as well which is why 
 we need to establish the truth of what we believe.  We need to know that the 
 historical evidences of the basic tenets of our faith (like the bible, salvation) are 
 grounded on firm foundations. 
 
b. Biblical truths must not be made to conform to unbiblical worldview. 
 Second reason why the truth matters is because our young people today are 
 besieged with values and statements coming to them from educators and 
 entertainers, musicians and fashion moguls.  Every statement made by these groups 
 is rooted in a worldview (hostile to biblical worldview) which presents the material 
 without looking at it through the lens of scripture.  As such, our young people are 
 being trained by the world to think in unbiblical ways which corrupt their faith 
 thereby leading them astray from God. 
 
c. Biblical truths are under attack. 
 Thirdly, there is a growing number of critics / atheistic theologians who make use of 
 their credentials conferred by theological schools to make general misleading 
 statements to undermine the truths of God’s Word.  Taken out of context, a 
 statement like …the number of variants in the new testament is more than the number of words 

 in the whole new testament … can shake the unprepared Christian student when he 
 hears it from his atheistic teachers for the first time.  In fact the apostle John 
 writes … the spirit of anti-Christ is already in the world.  1 John 4:3 

 
 As adults in the church family, we watch gleefully with new parents, when we see 
 their young achieve physical milestones (first words, first steps, etc), then educational 
 milestones (first day in school, etc) and master new information and new skills.  More 
 importantly, however, we want to see them grow spiritually, to recognize God as 
 their Creator and to treasure the unique blessing of their spiritual milestones.   
 
 Today’s message is to help us discern the truth when enemies of the gospel seek to 
 derail our faith; those who deliberately contradict God’s Word.  What tools can  we 
 use to test (P.R.O.V.E) ideas that exalt themselves against Christ? 
  
 
 
 
 
 



2. How do we test (P.R.O.V.E) the Truth of God’s Word? 
a. The Presence Test 
  Was the writer present or close to the time of the event? 
 What clues can be found in the content, the geography, social and cultural 

backgrounds that indicate that the writer was present? 
 What about eye witnesses or investigators who have interviewed the eye witnesses, 

or have access to reliable documents? 
 
b. The Renewed Mindset Test  

The carnal mind is enmity against God for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be  
Romans 8:7 

 Clearly the ‘counter proofs’ (by people whose mindsets are carnal) will obviously be  
contrary to the truth.  It takes a renewed mind to receive the law of God.  Carnal  
minds play God by undoing God’s wisdom. 

 
 c. The Opinionated / Bias Test 
   In this test, we examine whether authors or copy makers have any reason to fudge 

the message.  There are only 3 kinds of motives that will affect personal bias; 
namely sexual lust (lust of the flesh), financial greed (lust of the eyes), pursuit of power 
(pride of life). In every case not a single one of the biblical authors benefitted 
financially or relationally. 

 
d. The Verifiability Test (evidences from sources outside the bible) 
 Archaeology findings, example, engravings, cuneiforms 
 Historical records, example, Jesus’ death and resurrection 
 Research shows common Jewish male names in Palestine at the time of Christ 

(compared to Jewish male names in Rome) tally with the Jewish names in the gospels. 
 
e. The Evidences of Change Test 
  Has the original message changed in the course of transmission? 
  What evidences are available today? 
  What about variants in the New Testament / Old Testament?  

 

  Robert Dick Wilson (1856-1930) 

An American linguist who devoted his life to prove the reliability of the Bible.  He 
learned 45 language in his quest to determine the accuracy of the original Bible 
manuscripts.  He researched every key element and concluded the Old Testament is 
unequalled in accuracy, compared to any historical document. 
 

  The Dead Sea scrolls (1947) 
-  The work of a Jewish population written between 150BC and 70AD.  The scrolls, 

written in ink on parchment or animal skins, include fragments from every book of 
the old Testament except the book of Esther. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  The Chain of Custody (used in crime investigation) to prevent insertion or subtraction of 
information 

  -   In legal context, this means the chronological documentation or paper trail that 
  records the sequence of custody, transfer and deposition of physical or electronic 
  evidence; the chronology of the ownership of a document is an important factor in 
  determining authenticity.   

  -  For example, the doctrines taught by the apostle John, surfaced in the letters  
  and writings of the subsequent generation of his disciples.  His doctrines were  
  transmitted to Polycarp (who later became Bishop of Smyrna).  Polycarp taught Irenaeus, 
  passing on to him stories about John.  Similarly, Ignatius of Antioch was a student of 
  John and later appointed Bishop of Antioch.   

   (Examination of their writings do not show they departed from what John passed to them.)  
  
  Application 

  How will you invest your time to advance the worthiness of God’s Word as Robert 
Dick Wilson did. 

  Set a goal to READ God’s Word.   
  If you have never read through the whole bible, read three chapters per day.  If you 

have, read through it once every 3 years, that is one chapter per day.   
  If you are a believer for more than 2 years, set a goal to be able to give evidences to 

prove the reliability of the Bible. 
  
 
 
 


