
 
Date      :  13th September 2020 
Theme :  Back to the basics 
Topic  :  Understanding the Lordship of Christ (Part I) 
Key passage:  Luke 6:43-49 
Key verse :  But why do you call Me, “Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?   
    Luke 6:46 (NKJV) 

 
Introduction 
Christians have no problem believing in Jesus the Saviour, to enjoy the blessings of 
eternal life, to be saved from hell, of answered prayers and the love and membership 
of the church.  In Luke 6, people were no different; they followed Him in droves for the 
benefits were many, healing from diseases and deliverance from evil spirits   
Luke 6:17-19.   But the question is: What does Jesus expect from me? 
 
Jesus was looking for disciples who would serve with Him in preaching the Kingdom 
of God.  He chose 12 men who would follow Him as Lord and Master.  What did Jesus 
expect to see in His followers as given in Luke 6:43-45?  Was it merely to profess His Name? 
Did He not expect to see some fruit?  But what kind of fruit did He expect? He named 
the fruit He expected …do the thing I say.  Thus Luke 6:46 (NKJV) begins with the word But, 
as if to say, If you think otherwise, or if you disagree about bearing the fruit of 
obedience, then why call me Lord?  In other word, no obedience, no Lord. 
 
Jesus illustrated the importance of building one’s life on obedience to His commands.  
Two builders built their “houses” but whose ends were determined by obedience / 
disobedience to His commands.  Keep in mind that the likeness between the two lives 
was very considerable but the outcome was vastly different. The difference being one 
had a foundation and the other none; the foundation was obedience Luke 6:46-49. 

 
1.  Why do you call Me, “Lord, Lord”, and do not do what I say?  Luke 6:46 
 

a) Why is absence of obedience a false profession of allegiance to Jesus? 
• Why do you …? 

Jesus puts this in the form of a question Why? 
If you are disobedient, why call Him Lord? 

• Call Me, “Lord, Lord”… (presumes a Master-servant relationship) 
Jesus warns people against using His Name and authority religiously without a 
real Master-servant relationship.  A good servant always carries out His Master’s 
instructions wholeheartedly. 

• … do not do … (shows the true condition of the heart) 
Jesus makes a distinction between those who merely make a verbal profession of 
faith and those who actually hear and do His will.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
b) What is the test of allegiance to Jesus? OBEDIENCE 
 Looking at the similarities between the two lives, what separates the wise from 

the foolish? 
 
 WISE MAN   Luke 6:47        FOOLISH MAN   Luke 6:49 

    √ comes to Jesus       X  (no time for Jesus)   

   √  hears His words diligently      √  hears His words (but superficially) 

   √  puts them into practice      X  does not put them into practice 
 
c) Check my obedience : 
 I come to Jesus daily 
 (implies a personal, daily, one-to-one relationship between Jesus and me) 

• Many Christians do not have time to come to Jesus for their daily bread 
result: they are not establishing the habit of making time to talk to Jesus daily 

 
 I hear His words  
 (implies a growing knowledge and understanding of Jesus from the Bible) 
-  superficially: … I don’t understand, I don’t remember … 

-   diligently: with the view of carrying out His will, in His way, at His time    
 

 I put into practice  
-   implies intention to change from my thoughts, motives and actions, to His. 
-   superficially: …hope to but can’t remember… don’t see why I have to… 

 
2. Does the Bible require saving faith to be confirmed by obedience? 
 Obedience to God’s will is not the same as earning merit (works) for our salvation. 
 Salvation is by Grace through faith.  Obedience is simply our actions confirming 

what we truly believe.  Faith without action (or works) is dead.   
 

• Jesus told a parable of 2 sons Matthew 21:29-31.  After receiving instructions from 
their father, one son said he would do so but did not carry them out.  The other 
son said “I will not”, but carried out His father’s will, anyway. 
 

Question : Which son fulfilled the father’s will? 
The answer is obvious; therefore we say actions speak louder than words. 
 

• Saving faith is not just an intellectual assent to the truth about what Jesus had 
done, but our response to Him − Jesus − as Lord. 
 
 

• Scriptural references that emphasize obedience as a sign of faith are : 
 … to confess (action) that Jesus as Lord and believe in our hearts that God raised Him  
 from the dead. (Amplified version)  Romans 10:9 
 … a large number of priests became obedient to the faith  Acts 6:7 
 … we received apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from  
 faith … Romans 1:5  
 … He became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him  Hebrews 5:9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
3. What shifts are necessary in our journey of faith? 
 

a. A shift from going out faith (when we first believed) to going on faith.  
  

 The word  Salvation in the New Testament is in the present continuous tense.  
 This means we are being saved, requiring on-going faith.   
 Story: The children of Israel departed from slavery in Egypt with going out faith.  
 They had to make a journey to the promised land which required going on faith.  
 Their journey was not finished until they arrived at their destination of the 
 promised land. 
 

b. A shift from knowing Jesus as Saviour to obeying Jesus as Lord 
 

• As Saviour, He saved us from the consequences of the penalty of sin (death), from 
the power of curses and diseases 

• As Lord, Jesus is Creator and God the Son.  As risen Lord, He is exalted after His 
death and resurrection to the right hand of God, to reign and to judge all of 
mankind. 
 

 This shift in attitude is necessary because we focus on His love as Saviour and as
 Shepherd but forget He is Master, Lord and Judge as well. Through all eternity 
 His identity is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  He who sits on the throne must 
 be obeyed.  Besides, His decrees are wise and beneficial for us. Those who 
 suffer with Him will also reign with Him. 
• How does making Jesus Lord affect my relationship with Him?   

 

It is the relationship of Master and servant.  Lordship involves service.  A servant’s 
primary role is to serve his master.  That’s his duty.  A servant does not decide on 
the kind of work for himself.  He always carries out the assigned task.  Ephesians 

2:10 tells us that God as our wise Master has prepared our work in advance. 
-  this is a shift in attitude from what I like to do to what the Master likes; from 

pleasing myself to pleasing my Lord.  Therefore we are always trying to define 
what He wants, for example, Paul at his conversion, asked Lord, what do You 
want me to do? Acts 9:6 

•  Obedience to God’s Word is not mindlessly doing the commandments like a 
 robot; neither is it putting aside your free will.  Obedience to God is not the 
 same as dogs attending obedience school. The Lord Jesus Himself was obedient 
 to the Old Testament laws and to the Father, yet He was full of grace and truth 
 and was obedient unto death.  God’s Word spells out the law of blessing and 
 curses.  Walking in obedience to His Word positions ourselves for blessing.   

 Jesus said … Not everyone who says to Me Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven… 
 but he who does the will of my Father in heaven.  Mattew 7:21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
c. A shift from fulfilling my *bucket list to finishing the work He has assigned.   
 

 Therefore start with God’s purpose as the end in mind.  When we seek it, He 
Himself will put the end in mind as a desire upon our hearts. (*bucket list means my 
goals, dreams and aspirations I would like to accomplish within my lifetime so as to maximise 
the incredible experience in my life) 

• Serving God’s purpose always involves living within the boundaries of 
-  the Great Commandment - which spells out the way to live 
-  the Great Commission - which spells out the purpose of life 
• Making Jesus Lord involves giving Him reverence and honour in worship.  This 

means we put aside self glory and selfish ambitious and our desire is to glorify His 
name.  In worship, we use psalms, hymns and spiritual songs to honour Jesus;   
to worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

 
Application 
1) Is it possible to receive Jesus as Saviour but not submitting to His Lordship? 
 

  2) What kinds of spiritual habits must I adopt? 
• Making Jesus Lord requires a shift from slothful habits to spiritual habits.  All of us 

live life governed by habits, whether good or bad.  Christ cannot reign as Lord if 
we retain questionable old habits which contradict His Word.  Like young children 
growing up, we learn habits that are necessary for a healthy lifestyle.   

 

     Likewise, every Christian who is born again needs to learn spiritual habits that 
 honour our Lord Jesus.   

 

• Check list of my daily habits to submit to Christ’s Lordship : 
   Meditation of God’s Word   Obedience  
 

   Prayer     Witnessing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


