
Date      : 6th September 2020 
Theme : Back to the basics 
Topic  : See the opportunity 

Key passage : Numbers 14 
Key verse : But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows 

me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and 
his descendants will inherit it.  Numbers 14:24 

 
Introduction 
As we enter Q3 2020, many countries have seen the virus re-emerging in a 
second wave which require lockdown measures again.  Economists seem to 
predict that economic recovery to 2019-Q4 levels can only be expected 
probably earliest latter half of 2021, or even well into 2022, 2023.  With 
consumer spending greatly impaired (by, example, fear of travel or even 
attending a concert etc), recovery will be slow and uneven and sustaining a 
recovery will be the most challenging test for any government. 
 
In such a scenario, it is so easy for Christians to look at the dire news, to back 
down and wait for the normalcy of 2019 to return.  Today, we find ourselves 
in a situation no more fearful than Moses and the Israelites in Numbers 13,14 
when they finally stood at what could have been the end of their long journey 
out of Egypt. 
 
Why did God command Moses to send men to spy out the land in Numbers 
13:1,2?  I believe it is to let the Israelites know what they were up against and 
to test their faith.  Would they choose to move forward in faith because 
without God fighting for them, they were sure to lose. 
 
 
1. Why do we not see what God has prepared beyond Covid19?   
 

a) Because we agree with the facts of the situation Numbers 13:30-33 
- We saw those people are stronger Numbers 13:31 
- We saw people of great size Numbers 13:32 
- We saw the descendants of Anak (giants) Numbers 13:33 

 
b) We allow our fears/ other people’s faithless opinion to limit our self-

confidence 
- God had freed the Israelites as victors over their Egyptian masters 

(Instead of remaining as slaves cast down in spirit) 
- Fears/ faithless words: Now, by comparing themselves to grasshoppers, 

they are returning to their previous weak state Numbers 13:33 
c) We attack our leaders’ faith when we are confronted with the cost            

… the whole assembly talked about stoning them (the leaders) Numbers 
14:10  
 



Faith words (Joshua and Caleb) said: … do not be afraid … we will swallow them 
up … their protection is gone … but the Lord is with us.  Do not be afraid of 
them … (Num 14:9) 
 
Faithless words:  the people wept aloud … grumbled against Moses and Aaron 
… if only we had died in Egypt … Why is the Lord bringing us to this land only 
to let us fall by the sword?  Our wives and children will be taken as plunder … 
wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt …?  Numbers 14:1-4 
 
 
2. What does it mean to have a different spirit? 
 

a) It is to act in faith/ to obey before we see the results 
- Obey at once … let us go up at once … Numbers 13:30 
- Faith advances the Kingdom of God, fear shrinks back (wait for Covid to 

pass) 
 

b) It is to remember what God has done in the past, He will do again. 
- God reprimanded the faithless Israelites … how long will they refuse to 

believe in Me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed 
among them?  Numbers 14:11  

- Joshua and Caleb believed God and called the land … exceedingly good 
… Numbers 14:7,8 

 
c) It is to stand and act in faith with our leaders 
… Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite assembly 
… Joshua … and Caleb … tore their clothes and said to the entire Israelite 
assembly … Numbers 14:5,6 
 
- Joshua and Caleb spoke as the minority with their leaders Numbers 

14:9,10 
 
 
3. What opportunities can we see now? 
 

- Obey Jesus’ command Matthew 28:19,20 
- Form hybrid HG Teams 
- Align with our leaders to move forward to do PHD 

 
 
Application 

- With whom should I align myself with to act in faith (and not as the 
faithless) 

- Who can I invite to my hybrid HG?  


