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Key Verse : Deuteronomy 4:9 – “Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget 

the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them 
to your children and to their children after them.” 

 
Introduction 
 
Last month we heard about King Manasseh, who did not walk in the way of his father King Hezekiah, and 
became the most evil king of Judah who even sacrificed his own children (2 Chronicles 33:6). 3 weeks ago, 
we also heard about Eli’s 2 sons’ who served as GOD’s priests but their sins were “very great in the LORD’s 
sight, for they were treating GOD’s offering with contempt” (1 Samuel 7:17), and reaped most severe 
judgement for themselves and their next generations. We wonder, how could these happen?  

 
This is not new. After the Israelites took possession of the promised land flowing with milk and honey, new 
generations arose and served other gods instead of the LORD. When they were oppressed by their enemies, 
they called out to the LORD who then sent judges to deliver them. But their peace was short-lived because 
the new generations again did evil in the eyes of the LORD and they continued to be overruled and 
oppressed by 7 cycles of enemies over a period of about 300 years.  
 
According to Barna research, 60%-90% of church going children stopped following Christ when they become 
adults. How can we prevent this from happening to our generation and the generations to follow? 
 
1) What can we learn from Israel’s repeated failures?  

a) The new generations did not know... Judges 2:10-12 
i) who the LORD is nor what He done for Israel 
ii) the LORD’s commandments 
iii) the covenant their forefathers made to serve the LORD before they entered the promised land. 

Joshua 24:14-24 
b) Result: They did even greater evil in the LORD’s eyes, served other gods, opened doors to its 

consequences and missed God’s promises. Judges 2:19-21 
c) Root cause: They failed to obey the command to teach GOD’s words to their children and their 

children’s children. Deuteronomy 4:9. 
 

2) What is Faith@Home and why is it important? 
Deuteronomy 6:3 “… it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly … just as the LORD … 
promised you.” 
 
a) Living 

i) Faith@Home is not about parenting 
ii) Faith@Home is about living out my Christian faith with my family. 
 

b) Teaching 
i) Pastors and leaders are appointed by GOD to lead and teach the church. 1 Corinthians 12:28. 
ii) But fathers are appointed by God with the primary role to teach the children. Ephesians 6:4 

“Fathers … bring them (your children) up in the training and instruction of the Lord.” 
iii) Parents have the greatest influence over the children, both for good and for bad. As loving 

parents, we spend money and time to influence them positively and help them succeed in life. 
Am I influencing my children to love GOD, obey Him and receive His blessings? 



c) Consider. What is the condition of your family’s spiritual atmosphere? 
i) Practice: We practice our faith with our church family.  

• Do we also practice faith with our own family? 
ii) Prayer: We spend time praying, blessing, ministering and encouraging each other in church.  

• Do we also pray regularly together as a married couple and as a family?  

• Do I pray and bless regularly those who matter the most to me – my parents, my spouse, my 
siblings, my children? 

iii) Talk: We talk about what is most important to us.  

• Do I talk frequently about things of GOD in my family? 
iv) Blessing: God’s blessings are given not only to individuals but also to families and generations.  

• Am I positioning my family in GOD’s blessings? 
v) Lord: Is Jesus only the Lord of my life but not Lord of my family? 
vi) Journey: Faith is a journey laid with enemies and temptations.  

• Am I journeying alone or with my family? 
vii) Ministry:  

• Is my home used to serve GOD and to show hospitality?  

• Are we serving GOD as a family? 
 
3) Basic principles to imparting Faith to the children 

 
a) Goal: Establish a proper environment for raising godly offspring. Malachi 2:15 

i) Love GOD: To know GOD, love GOD, obey GOD, fear (revere) GOD, serve GOD. 
ii) Love others: Bless, serve, save, disciple. 

 
b) Who are involved? 

i) Fathers are primarily responsible. Ephesians 6:4 “Fathers … bring them up in training and 
instruction of the Lord.” 

ii) Mothers have delegated authority as partners to their husbands. Genesis 2:18 
iii) Grandparents are to be spiritual influencers. 2 Timothy 1:15 “… sincere faith, which first lived in 

your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice … now lives in you also” 
iv) Church family. It takes a village to raise a child. Ephesians 4:16 “From him the whole body, 

joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as 
each part does its work.” 
 

c) How to T.E.A.C.H.? 
i) Teach 

• To love and obey GOD’s commands. Why is it good and the consequences of not doing so. 
ii) Example setting 

• Walk the talk. Earn their respect. 

• How you chose to obey and trust GOD, and saw His blessings. 

• Be authentic. So they can learn from your mistakes and be authentic too. 

• Showing and doing together. i.e. prayer, word, scripture memory, worship, dancing, 
witnessing. 

iii) Age appropriate 

• Time and content. 

• So they will be receptive and understand 
iv) Careful 

• To remember GOD’s blessings and His commands.  
(out of mind and memory and affection owing to neglect and lack of use) 

v) Heart 

• With passion and love for GOD, His Word and His ways. Deuteronomy 6:5 



 
4) Application: How can I start Faith@Home 

 
a) Decide: 

i) To welcome Jesus to be the Lord of your life and also of your home. 
ii) To take up your role to teach your children and to their children. 

 
b) Practice: 

i) Fixed day and time:  

• Have a family altar together to sing, pray, share and discuss about what you learn from the 
sermon and GOD’s word. 

ii) Start each day: 

• Blessing one another’s day in school/work and pray for their needs 
iii) Over meal times: 

• Bless the nation 

• Share about GOD’s goodness and answered prayers. Give thanks to GOD. 

• Ask and share about each other’s day 
iv) As a couple: 

• Plan each day what to pray together. i.e. 
(a) Monday – family 
(b) Tuesday – extended family 
(c) Wednesday – neighbours 
(d) Thursday – outreach 
(e) Friday – outreach  
(f) Saturday – church and ministries 
(g) Sunday – nation and missions 

 
 

 
 

 

 


