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Date  : 12thJuly 2020 

Theme : Back to the basics 

Topic    : How to walk under the guidance of the Good Shepherd 

Passage  : John 10:11-15, 27-30; Psalm 23 

Key Passage :  My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.
  John 10:27 

 

 

Introduction 
 
Jesus calls Himself the Good Shepherd. Just as the shepherd cares for his sheep, 
Jesus the Good Shepherd cares for His flock. Jesus is committed to love us and 
even laid down His life for us. In Psalm 23, David declared, “The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not be in want.”  
Why did David say that God is his Shepherd and can we say the same today? 
 
There is probably no other scripture more comforting or more loved than the 23rd 
Psalm as we read it alongside the Gospel where Jesus said: “I am the good 
shepherd, and I know my own and my own know me.” (John 10:14), and “My sheep 
listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me” (key verse).  

Even in the dark valley, “your rod and staff, they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4). The 
Covid-19 global pandemic has brought about unprecedented challenges and many 
are finding themselves walking in the valley.  
The Good Shepherd knows you, but the question is do you recognise His voice in 
order to follow Him? How do I recognise the Good Shepherd’s voice and follow Him? 

1.   What does the Good Shepherd do? 

• The Good Shepherd C A R E S : 
 

C ares for the sheep 
- For their needs and He leads them on to good pasture  Psalm 23:1-3 

A ligns them on the right track 
- His sheep follow him because they know his voice  John 10:3-5 

R estores and gives rest 
- causes His sheep to lie down on green pastures and gives rest 

 “Be still, and know that I am God”   Psalm 46:10 
E levates them to higher ground 

- “The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables 

me to tread on the heights.”  Habakkuk 3:19 
S aves and protects 

- He lays down His life (John 3:16) & protects us (1Peter 5:8-10) 

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way, and the 

Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  Isaiah 53:6 
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2. How to walk under the ‘C A R E S’ of God? 

Guidance springs out of our relationship with God 
 

- Rom 8:14-15 says: “… those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God… the 
Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship…” 
 

- God speaks to us through Scriptures, the Lord Jesus and His Holy Spirit 
“In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various 
ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…” Hebrews 1:1-2 

God leads us through the: 

• A uthority of God’s Word 
 
- The Bible reveals God’s heart 
 
- The Word of God directs us 
Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.  Psalm 119:105 

• B reath of God: The Holy Spirit is the living breath of God  John 20:22 

 

- Led by the Spirit – Paul headed for Jerusalem  Acts 20:22 

 
- The Holy Spirit gives: 
   * Words of Knowledge 1 Cor 12:7, Proverbs 23:12  
   * Visions and Dreams  Acts 2:17, Acts 9:10 

• C ounsel of the Saints 
 
- Advice from mentors and God fearing men  (Proverbs 12:15, 15:22 , 9:10)    

• D ivine Plan 
 
In their hearts humans plan their course, but the LORD establishes their steps.  Proverbs 16:9 

 
- Commit to the Lord, and He will guide you  Jeremiah 29:1, 33:3 
Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “Whether you turn to the left or to the fight, 
your ears will hear a voice behind you saying, “This is the way, walk in it,”  Isaiah 30:21 
 
Those who go about with their own plans without consulting God will not get 
far (Isaiah 30:1-2).  
Commit your way to the Lord; trust him, and he will act  (Psalm 37:5) 
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3. Where is the Shepherd when I walk through the valley? 

“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”  Psalm 23:4 

• God is there 

- there will be grace  Psalm 23:5-6 

 
- there will be accessibility: valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill 

made low  Luke 3:5, Isaiah 40:4 
 

• What to do when crossing the valley 
1) Draw close to the Shepherd 
2) Talk to the Shepherd 
3) Keep faith: anticipate something good will come out of it  
4) Keep walking: don’t stay there 
5) Praise Him through the valley 
 
 

• Valley Experiences 

- Know that the Shepherd is there for you 
 

- Testify on His goodness 
 

 
 
 
Application: 

1. The Lord is the Good Shepherd. Are you responding to His leading with gratitude 
and obedience? If you are in the valley now, consider a corrective action on your part 
so that the Lord can elevate you out of the valley to greater heights. 

2. Valley experiences with the Shepherd leading you are important lessons. 
Remember them, tell others about them. Think about one valley experience and 
share with someone as a testimony of the Lord’s goodness. 


