
           

 

Date  : 14 June 2020 
Theme     : Back to the Basics  
Topic   : Eternal Life - The Invaluable Gift 

Key Passage : Matthew 19:16-22 
Key Verse  : Matthew 19:21 
   Jesus answered, “if you want to be perfect, go sell your possessions and give to the 

poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
 

Introduction 
Last week we learnt that our identity has to do with being joint heirs with Christ. An heir has an 
inheritance, the one with greatest value is eternal life. Today let’s consider how precious it is. 

 

1. Why is understanding of eternal life so important?    
Deceptive lies and half-truth have been employed by Satan to hold people captive, resulting 
in misery, fruitlessness and even eternal ruin 

 
  3 distorted views about eternal life: 

i) God’s main purpose of saving us is to deliver us from hell 
ii) Eternal life starts only in heaven when we die 
iii) Heaven is a boring place, and so eternal life is a boring life 

 
Understanding the truth of eternal life will determine how we live our lives; and our 
motivation to live a purposeful life for God 

 
  Distorted views on eternal life leads to lifestyle conflicts. 
 
  3 kinds of Lifestyle Conflicts arising from distorted mindset:  

i) ‘Entry’ Mindset  ‘God saves us so that we do not go to hell’ 

• Possess ticket to heaven 

• Not serious in following Jesus 

• Miss out the truth about eternal life  
 
ii) ‘Escape’ Mindset  ‘Eternal life starts only when we die’ 

• Life on earth is miserable  

• Common response during difficult times: 

‘Christian life is tough and very tiring’; ‘better to end life early & go to Heaven’  

• Miss out God’s purpose for his life 

 
iii) ‘Earthly’ Mindset  ‘Heaven is a boring place’ 

• Will not treasure Eternal life 

• Unmotivated to pay the price in following the Lord 

• Lives a life of compromise  

• Miss out the blessings of Eternal life  
 



           

 

2. What is Eternal life?   
 

I. GIFT:   Matthew 19:16-22 
• A gift from Jesus Christ, not earned or our own merit   

• Christ, eternal life and heaven are one inseparable entity  1 John 5:11-12 

• Eternal life starts on earth when one receives Christ  1 John 5: 12 
 

II. RELATIONSHIP:   John 17:3;   Matthew 19:16-22 

• ‘Know’ God and Jesus Christ  

• Greek word for ‘know’ is ‘Ginosko’:  
o learning to know Him personally, begin to understand Him more and more  
o progressive growing in intimacy and experiences  
o A lifestyle of following Jesus    

 
III. 2 PARTS of ETERNAL LIFE: 

a) Eternal life on earth (1st part)   John 10:10 

▪ A divine abundant life above ordinary 
▪ Reflects character of our new existence in Christ 

b) Eternal life in heaven (2nd part)  Mark 10: 30 
▪ Natural progression and extension of relationship with Christ, following Him 

from earth to heaven 

  
3. How should we live our Eternal life on earth?   

 
Live a life of PREPARATION  

• Eternal life in Heaven is worth preparing for 

• How we live our eternal life on earth determines the quality of our eternal life in Heaven 
 

• 3 Areas of Preparation:  
1) Cultivate an attitude towards LEARNING   Ephesians 2:7; Revelation 21:5 

• God wants us to learn about our eternal destiny 
 

2) Calibrate your heart to develop intimate RELATIONSHIP with Christ   

• 3 ways our relationship with the Lord can go:      Matthew 22:37; 6:21 
i. Neglected Relationship (Downtrend) 

ii. Passive Relationship (Sideway Trend) 
iii. Pro-active Relationship (Uptrend) 

• How we relate to Christ in this life will determine our eternal living 
 

3) Choose God’s purpose to build your WORK for Christ   Colossians 3:17 

• God designed work for our rewards and fulfilment   1 Corinthians 3:8;   

• Serving the King of kings        Revelation 22:3  
 Application 

1. Identify which of the 3 trends is my current relationship with the Lord 
2. What practical steps will I take to develop a pro-active relationship with Christ   


