
Could origin of life come from molecules plus time plus chance?      FINAL 

(These notes from Ps Philip for Sunday 31 May 2020 are primarily for BC leaders and our members 

to help us understand how improbable is the naturalistic search for origin of life (ool) by combining 

non-living chemicals in laboratory experiments).   

The Big Picture 

Our worldview (wv) determines our belief. Our wv consists of the values or fundamental belief 

systems that determine our attitudes and actions. As adults, we already have or think we have a wv. 

However new developments in science confront us with questions to probe what is the truth about 

our origin. The series of messages on evolution and creation challenge our wv in biblical creation. 

During the process, you sharpen your wv thinking to recognize what is consistent with biblical wv. 

You discern the false, discard it and replace it with biblical truth within the compartments of your 

mind. These past weeks of exposure to evolutionary thinking on ool from different sources jerk us to 

provide foundational biblical answers to the big questions of life in 4 key areas (origin, nature, 

morality and destiny), in particular on origin. 

Today’s presentation examines the two big claims of evolutionists:                                                              

- life can arise from non-life (living things from non-living molecules); the term they use is 

abiogenesis (a=no, bio=life, genesis=beginning)                                                                                                                                   

- time and chance; that given enough time, the probability of producing life can take place. 

Why is today’s teaching important for us to grasp? 

WE must not be overwhelmed by wild claims of so-called scientists; instead it will give us the 

understanding and confidence to answer abiogenesis, the evolutionists’ claim to producing a living 

cell from non-living chemicals. We will see how this is not even faintly logical or rational. It also helps 

us to see why, since the much-publicized Miller-Urey experiments in the 1950’s, they are no closer 

to creating life in the lab now even after so many decades and millions of funds expended.  

We must know how to defend our biblical wv. The evolutionary wv is tenacious in undermining the 

truth of the Genesis creation account by assuming that there is no god and no Creator. They are out 

to prove the assumption that life can happen without God. Consider the following statement from 

one of their leading biologist “…our willingness to accept scientific claims that are against common 

sense is the key to an understanding of the real struggle between science and the supernatural. We 

take the side of science in spite of the patent absurdity of some of its constructs, in spite of its failure 

to fulfill many of its extravagant promises of health and life, in spite of the tolerance of the scientific 

community for unsubstantiated just-so stories, because we have a prior commitment, a 

commitment to materialism… Moreover, that materialism is absolute, for we cannot allow a Divine 

Foot in the door…” (Professor Richard Lewontin 1977, a geneticist, one of the world’s leaders in 

evolutionary biology).  He wrote this very revealing comment (the italics were in the original; the 

underlined are ours). It illustrates the implicit philosophical bias against Genesis creation - regardless 

of whether or not the facts support it. 

 

 



What are the important fundamentals in today’s message? 

1 Cells are the basic components of living things, consisting of proteins, DNA, RNA, amino acids (AA).  

Cells are bags containing protein molecules. These bags are membranes which allow molecules to be 

transported in and out of the bag. A protein is a complex molecule made up of a string of AA, joined 

end to end in a specific order. How different kinds of AA are joined will determine what kind of 

protein is produced. A molecule is the substance made up of atoms of elements (90 plus of them). 

Example, hydrogen, carbon and nitrogen can combine to form a molecule HCN. It would be an over 

simplification to say that AA are the building blocks of life. That would be like saying a pile of bricks 

are the building blocks of a skyscraper. There are many more steps from the making of AA to arriving 

at forming a cell. (see diagram ‘What is a Cell’).  

 

 

  



2 What’s inside the cell?                                                                                                                                        

a) The nucleus which is another bag within a membrane that contains the chromosomes (23 pairs for 

humans) which are coiled lengths of DNA molecules. DNA is recognized by the double helix, much 

like a ladder made up of rungs. Each rung is made of nucleotide pairs of 2 materials with letters like 

A, C, T, G.                                                                                                                                                                   

b) The mitochondria is the power station in your cell that generates power or energy for you to use. 

Here, fuel is sourced, burnt and waste disposed.                                                                                              

c) Ribosomes are factories to manufacture all kinds of proteins; otherwise how will you grow, build 

your muscles and replace body parts? 

           

 



3 Useful terms in today’s video message.                                                                                                           

RNA or Ribose Nucleic Acid. This material is important for understanding how proteins are made.        

3 things associated with RNA are relevant:                                                                                                        

a) mRNA or messenger RNA. This is a single line row of materials just like DNA, but it is like the 

‘ladder’ split into half, right along the center. The use of mRNA is to create a template for making the 

protein. After manufacture, it is sent to ‘molecular machines’ in the factory (Ribosomes).  A mRNA is 

made according to the instruction given by the DNA.                                                                                                                        

b)tRNA or transfer RNA acts as the truck that receives the AA delivered by an enzyme and brings it to 

the factory where the AA joins the mRNA. The purpose is to bond (peptide) one AA to another, so as 

to form a string of AA, like stringing beads together. The number of ‘beads’ can run up to 1,000.   

(See picture of The Genetic Code embedded in a Gene within DNA) 

 
Diagram 3A 

                                                                                                                                

  



4 Understanding the video presentation 

a) Lab apparatus for making amino acids.                                                                                                                

Evolutionists claim they can produce life in the lab. AA is the starting material for living 

things. An electric discharge was turned on to act on the chemicals, methane, ammonia and 

water vapour. Indeed AA was produced. Evolutionists then claimed they had succeeded in 

producing the building blocks of life, in that it happened naturally. Dr Gan gives 4 reasons 

why in real life this is not possible.                                                                                                                                    

– the AA come in pairs of right and left mirror image structures; but only the left handed AA 

is useful for living things. Their lab experiments could not produce purely the left handed 

kind.                                                                                                                                                              

– in the natural, ultra-violet light will destroy the nuclei acid                                                                        

– water will diffuse it                                                                                                                                              

– the presence of oxygen in the air will prevent formation of AA  

 
b) Video:  Inside the Eukaryotic cell (where proteins are made)                                                                                                                                                       

i) looks at cell activities involved with the production of proteins. This is necessary for cell 

multiplication. Our body proteins are replaced completely every 7 years.                                                                 

ii) to understand how the growing protein chain (a string of AA joined in a specific sequence) 

is produced, take a look at the Diagram 3A.                                                                                                                                                           

Let’s start with the AA, already formed on the left                                                                                                                                                                          

- the AA is attached to an enzyme which passes it to a tRNA - the transporter brings it into a 

factory (the ribosome) where the AA is transferred to the mRNA.                                                                             

- where does the mRNA come from? Nucleotides (sets of A,C,T,G) assembled under DNA’s 

instruction to make a template, a copy of the DNA. The mRNA moves and joins onto the 

ribosomes (factory) and receives the AA from the tRNA; in so doing, the AA is bonded to the 

previous AA. So by repeating this process a protein chain is formed. 

c) These molecular machines (ribosomes) can make proteins at the rate of 200 AA per min. The 

largest protein titin could bond 30,000 AA in three hours. No one knows where these 

machines came from. The question is how could these machines evolve? They must already 

be functioning machines. 



d) In the Video, the delivery system can be observed; the blue legged creature (Dr Gan refers to 

it as Singpost moving along highways, BKE etc) can be seen.  

 
 

e) Tower of Hanoi                                                                                                                                            

 
i) shows how long it would take to achieve formation of proteins. Complexity in arranging 

the AA in the correct order, with 64 different sets of codons.                                                         

ii) video of 7-ring game shows the complexities involved in arranging 7 rings in correct order                                                                                                                                   

iii) imagine arranging 64 rings in the correct order will take 585 billion years, more than the 

evolutionists’ claim of 4 billion years of the earth’s existence.                                                                              

iv) significance of the game. The number of coding combinations (called codons) that can be 

formed by nucleotide bases (in blocks of 3) is 64. All these are happening in our cells – three 

trillions of them. Each codon carries a code of each kind of AA. We have not yet considered 

enzymes.                                                                                                                                                   

How this comes about is a mystery.                                                                                                       

– the problem is protein cannot be formed without the bonding of the AA in the correct 

order.                                                                                                                                                          

– to carry out the bonding process you need the factories and the AA to be right in sequence. 

The mRNA template must be prepared correctly for slotting in the AA. It is like the correct 

size window frame to fit in the correct panel.                                                                                     

- the process and the molecular machinery are too complex for evolution to make it happen 

by chance. The Tower of Hanoi is an effective portrayal of the complexities involved. END         

 

       

 


