
 

Date  : 15 March 2020 

Theme : Back to the basics 

Topic    : Hearing the Word of God effectively 

Key verse  : Therefore consider carefully how you listen.Whoever has will be  
   given more, whoever does not have, even what he thinks he     
  has will be taken from him.  Luke 8:18 

 

 

Introduction 

The Lord Jesus in Luke 8:18 exhorts us to consider carefully how we listen when God’s 
Word is spoken.Our spiritual response will determine whether more truths will be 
revealed Luke 8:18(a) or concealed from us.When we do not have the right spiritual 
response, that is, we listen superficially (instead of carefully), what we think we have will 
be taken away from us.  Luke 8:18(b). In Luke 8:21, the Lord Jesus specifies what careful 
listening entails. It is obedient listening to God’s Word and putting it into practice. 

 

 

1. Who are hearers of God’s Word? 

•   People who are noble, eager learners of spiritual truth   
 (The Berean Jews) ... were more noble... received the message in great eagerness and examined the 

Scriptures everyday to see what Paul said was true ...  Acts 17:11 

• They know the value of spiritual wisdom Psalm 119  

• They believe God for a message of the season for themselves and those they 
mentor Isaiah 50:4  

 
 
 

2a) Why do we need to hear God’s Word effectively? 

• Food for our soul Matthew 4:4 

• Hope for the journey Romans 15:4   

• Skill for service 2 Timothy 3:17  

• Wisdom for life Ecclesiastes 7:11-12    
 
 
 

   2b) Why do we find it difficult to hear God’s Word? 

• Our complaining behaviour can be a symptom of grumbling against God     
...The Lord has heard your grumbling against Him. Who are we, that you should grumble against us? Moses also  
said... Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the Lord... Exodus 16:7,8 
 
 ...he who listens to you listens to Me (Jesus); he who rejects you rejects Me, but he who rejects Me rejects Him who 
sent Me... Luke 10:16 
 

• Our inability to focus can be a failure to understand how the Word is applicable    



 

 

 
3. How do we hear effectively? 

 a) Ask the Holy Spirit for help 
    ...the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My Name, will teach you all things... John 14:27  
• spiritual discernment to receive spiritual knowledge  

 ...the man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness...he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned 1 Corinthians 2:14 

 

• spiritual wisdom to receive revelation 
... ears that hear eyes and eyes that see - the Lord has made them both Proverb 20:12 

 
b) Prepare our heart attitude 
 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of 

fools ...do not be quick ... to utter anything before God ... let your words be few...  Ecclesiastes 5:1, 2 

•  to adopt the attitude of a ready learner to personalise the message  
...Speak Lord for your servant is listening...  1 Samuel 3:7-11 

 (so as to overcome the mind blocks the enemy uses when we hear the Word:  
  -  the spirit of stupor: our minds switch off, we daydream   
  -  attention deficit: we lose focus and wander, we are distracted) 
 
•  to profit from the message 

...all Scripture is God-breathed...is profitable for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness... 2 Timothy 3:16  

 
c) Take ownership of the message 

• follow the message outline 

   What (terms / problem defined, scripture reference) 
  Why (why it happened/why not? why acquire the habit/action) 

  How (where do I begin/what conditions to fulfil) 

 

• sharpen each other in your small groups to recall the main points 
  ...Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another Proverbs 27:17 


